l^EPORT 

For  the  Year  ending  December,  1904. 


"n2XK9^' 


Gentlemen, 

The  following  is  my  Report  of  the  Health  of  the 
Borough  of  Beccles  for  the  year  1904.  The  Borough 
comprises  an  area  of  about  1892  acres,  and  contains,  accord- 
ing to  the  last  census,  a Population  of  6898  persons. 

During  the  past  12  months,  163  Births  have  been 
registered  in  the  Borough,  eqnal  to  a rate  of  23‘6  per  1000, 
a slightly  higher  rate  than  that  of  the  year  1903,  when  the 
Births  were  152,  giving  a rate  of  22’03. 

During  the  past  year,  82  Deaths  have  been  registered 
including  those  who  had  come  into  the  District  from  outside, 
and  died  in  the  Hospital,  and  one  sudden  death  at  the 
Station. 

Estimating  the  Population  of  the  Borough  at  6898, 
the  82  Deaths  would  give  a rate  of  11 '8  per  lOoO,  or 
excluding  those  who  have  come  into  the  Borough  with  their 
fatal  illnesses  upon  them  11'3.  This  compares  favourably 
with  the  Death-rate  of  1903,  1P6  per  1000,  and  1902,  ]5'2 
per  1000.  Of  the  82  Deaths,  16  have  been  under  one  year 
of  age,  and  24  in  persons  over  70  years. 
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During  the  last  6 months  there  has  not  been  a 
Death  under  8 years  of  age,  and  only  one  under  10,  which 
is  unusual. 

The  increase  of  Births  over  Deaths  will  be  seen  to 
be  81,  as  compared  with  68  the  previous  year,  and  59  durin^g 
1902. 


The  following  Table  gives  the  Births  and  Deaths 
from  all  causes  in  each  quarter  of  the  past  year. 


Births.  Deaths. 


Quarter  ending. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

March 

20 

25 

45 

20 

11 

31 

June 

25 

15 

40 

7 

7 

14 

September 

17 

20 

37 

12 

10 

22 

December 

15 

26 

41 

6 

9 

15 

77 

86 

163 

45 

37 

82 

Death  from  Certain  Special  Causes. 


1902. 

Cancer  ...  ...  14 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  1 1 

Phthisis  ...  9 

Heart  Disease  ...  9 

Measles  with  Bronco-Pneumonia  3 
Influenza  5 

Diphtheria  ...  3 

Infantile  Diarrhoea  ...  3 

Suicide  ...  ...  1 


1903 

10 

8 

7 

5 

0 

1 

1 

3 

1 


1904 

6 

9 

9 

9 

5 

0 

0 

1 

1 


The  Deaths  from  Cancer  have  steadily  decreased  in 
a marked  degree  in  the  District. 
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During  the  past  year  tliere  have  been  five  deaths 
I'egistered  from  Zymotic  diseases,  namely  from  Measles. 

During  the  months  of  February  and  March  there 
was  a very  extensive  epidemic  of  Measles  throughout  the 
Borough,  over  500  children  becoming  affected.  In  many 
cases  the  attack  was  very  severe,  many  of  the  younger 
children  being  attacked  with  Broncho-Pneumonia,  a common 
complication  of  Measles  : of  these  children  4 girls  and  one 
boy  died. 

The  youngest  children  were  at  first  affected,  so  that 
on  February  5th,  I advised  the  Authorities  that  the  Infant 
Departments  in  both  Council  and  National  Schools  should 
be  closed,  which  was  immediately  done.  The  Schools  were 
disinfected  and  re-opened  on  March  1st. 

On  March  15th,  the  St.  Benet’s  School  was  closed 
for  a period  of  three  weeks. 


Infantile  Mortality. 


The  following  causes  have  been  responsible  for  the 
16  Deaths  in  children  under  one  year  in  age. 


Pneumonia  ... 

Measles 

Infantile  Diarrhoea 

Marasmus 

Hydrocephalus 

Heart  Disease  (Congenital) 

Tetanus  Neanotorum 

Premature  Birth 

Peritonitis  Tuberculor  ... 
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2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 


Nine  Inquests  have  been  held  by  the  Coronor, 
including — 1 death  from  Suicide,  and  2 deaths  from 
Drowning. 
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The  Isolation  Hospital  for  Infectious 

Diseases. 


I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  it  has  been 
necessary  to  open  the  Isolation  Hospital  on  two  occasions 
only  from  January  27th — March  5th,  for  the  reception  of 
one  patient  suffering  from  a mild  attack  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Again  it  was  opened  on  Nov.  25th,  for  the  admission 
of  two  very  mild  cases  of  Diphtheria. 

Tne  Nursing  has  been  satisfactorily  carried  out 
by  the  Nurses’  Home,  as  has  also  the  Superintendence  of 
the  Hospital  whilst  un-opened. 

The  Stoves  in  the  Wards  have  been  acting  in  a 
much  more  satisfactory  manner  than  was  the  case  last  year. 

Disinfection  by  the  use  of  Formolin  Vapour  has  been 
in  use  during  the  last  9 months.  It  has  proved  to  be  an 
easy  and  rapid  method,  with  the  chief  advantage  of  being 
effective  in  its  action. 

Under  the  Notification  of  Diseases  Act  during 
the  past  year  3 cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  have  been  reported, 
4 of  Erysipelas,  and  3 of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  4 Diphtheria^ 
Of  the  Typhoid  Fever  cases,  one  was  a Sailor,  who  came 
home  on  leave,  and  at  once  showed  symptoms  of  the  disease. 
Both  of  the  other  two  cases  were  extremely  mild  in  char- 
acter, and  in  one  the  cause  was  traceable  to  the  comsumption 
of  shellfish.  The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  all  extremely 
mild  in  character,  and  no  spread  of  the  disease  occurred 
after  isolation  and  dis-infectioii  had  been  carried  out. 
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Of  tlie  cases  of  Diphtheria,  one  occurred  in  an  adult 
who  had  been  in  London,  and  shewed  signs  of  the  disease 
on  arriving  in  Beccles, 

'J'he  three  other  cases  were  also  very  mild  in 
char  icter,  and  occurred  in  the  month  of  November,  at  the 
same  time  as  there  were  some  cases  of  sore  throat  of  a 
septic  character.  None  of  these  cases  could  be  traceable  to 
defective  drainage.  At  the  present  time  there  is  no  case  ol 
Infectious  Disease  in  the  Borough. 

Water  Supply  of  the  Borough. 

Owing  to  the  supply  of  water  being  inefficient  for 
the  increasing  requirements  of  the  Borough,  the  Beccles 
Waterworks  Company,  have  sunk  three  new  wells  near 
Pudding  moor,  which  yield  an  ample  supply  of  water,  the 
quality  of  which  is  highly  satisfactory.  The  first  well  sunk 
proved  unsatisfactory,  the  water  analysis  shewing  too  much 
organic  matter  present.  A much  greater  depth  was  reached, 
the  sample  from  which  was  altogether  satisfactory. 

Requirements  of  the  Factory  Act. 

I have  visited  and  inspected  the  Buildings  which 
are  included  under  this  heading,  and  have  found  them  in  a 
sanitary  condition  and  sufficiently  ventilated. 

Hitherto  the  Authorities  had  no  registered  list  of 
Workshops  and  Factories  for  the  Borough.  A Register  is 
now  being  made,  and  during  the  year  1905,  the  require- 
ments of  the  Factory  Act  can  be  more  systematically 
carried  out. 

The  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  appended. 

I am,  yours  faithfully, 

GEORGE  R.  FOX,  F.R.C.S.,  (Eng.), 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Beccles, 

February  Cth,  1905. 
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BOROUGH  OF  BECCLES. 


Houses. 

During  the  past  12  months  20  Houses  have  been 
erected,  mostly  of  the  smaller  class,  all  of  which  have  been 
systematically  inspected  during  their  erection. 

Sewers. 

The  Sewers  have  been  regularly  flushed  each  month, 
the  various  penstocks  repaired  where  found  defective,  sur- 
face water  drains  have  in  several  instances  been  opened  out 
and  thoroughly  cleansed,  and  in  three  or  four  cases  were 
re-laid  with  sound  material. 

The  condition  generally  of  the  Sewers  and  House 
Drains  are  satisfactory,  there  are  still  some  cases  in  which 
Closet  Pans  are  without  a supply  of  water,  which  are  being 
dealt  with. 


Excrement  Disposal. 

There  are  about  130  Sanitary  Pans  in  existence  in 
districts  not  reached  by  the  drainage  system  and  which  are 
removed  once  a week  by  Corporation  Night  Cart  and  con' 
veyed  to  heaps  on  the  marsh  lands.  During  the  past  year 
several  offensive  privy  bins  have  been  replaced  by  pans 
where  not  connected  to  Sewer. 

House  Refuse. 

The  collection  of  House  Refuse  is  undertaken  by  the 
Corporation  in  a proper  covered  van,  and  the  Borough  is 
worked  by  districts  which  are  reached  once  a week  at  least, 
and  in  the  centre  of  town  twice. 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

OF  THK  BOROUGH  OF  BECCLES, 


For  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  December,  1905. 


Dairies  and  Cowkeepers’  premises  have  been  satis- 
factorily kept.  There  are  19  Cowkeepers  and  about  214 
Cows. 


There  are  10  registered  Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  4 registered  Gunpowder  premises  inclusive 
of  two  for  Fireworks. 

There  are  3 Dealers  in  Benzoline. 

One  common  Lodging  House. 

All  the  above  have  been  periodically  inspected  and 
reported  on  at  Sanitary  Meetings. 

Notices  were  sent  out  by  the  Inspector  requesting 
abatement  of  Nuisances. 

Many  cases  were  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee  as  to  various  requirments. 

ALFRED  G.  LOVE, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


